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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
The encoded contents of a piece of delivered 
information is accompcunied by an applicable time data 
indicating a specific tiime period for authorizing a 
particular mode of utilization. When a request for 
utilizing the contents iis issued in an information 
utilization apparatus, it determines if the current 
time agrees with the time\ authorizing the requested 
utilization by referring to the time data annexed to 
the encoded contents. If the request is acceptable at 
the current time, a set of \processing steps are carried 
out for decoding the encoded contents and other 
necessary operations. Thus) the present invention 
provide an information accesls control method adapted to 
have flexibility in setting charges and access require- 
ments for the contents of information that can change 
the value and the mode of utilization with time. 
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